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pleased to manipulate situations and bear no lonely responsibility. He was better off dealing with a crisis than facing criticism on his lack of constructive statesmanship. In 1931 he had the added incentive of going into a National Government as a man who was " play ing cricket/1 That was an attitude which in a strong man might have been laudable, but which was not so in a rather docile personality. The morality of England's national game has done her incalculable harm as practised by weak leaders since the war. It must be remembered that Mr, Baldwin would be content to see the policy which he had abandoned rise from the wreck of some future National Government. He would feel that he had done his best at a moment of supreme crisis. His critics perhaps should realise also that the most he could hope for was to save the situation for some future leader, who was not present in 1931. The clear proof of the absence of any superior to Mr. Baldwin was the fact that no one overthrew him before the decision was taken to join a second National Government, Mr. Baldwin must be judged harshly in relation to the position in which he had placed himself, although he must be admitted still to have been the strong man of the Conservative Party at his weakest moment*
The King dissolved Parliament on October 6th and announced the Election for the 27th. The first National Government came to an end with an uninspiring record which was perhaps ominous for the future. It had provoked trouble in the Fleet. It had produced the worst and the most unfair Free Trade Budget in history, Incidentally, it only balanced with the aid of tariffs imposed by a subsequent administration. It had borrowed vast sxims from France and America in order to keep on the Gold Standard, in which attempt it had failed- The victory of the new National Government on October 27th meant grave responsibility for those in office. The test would be whether it could undo years of Liberalism and still contain the Liberals. In an almost tragic despair the Socialists gave way to the most